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Lesson for September 12 in this issue 
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operation.: Acts 6:1-6; Romans 12:9-16; 
18:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:4-9; 
Galatians 5:13-15. 
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For a Believer, in Worldly Business 
From a poem by Charles Wesley 
O, I come with joy to do 
The Master’s blessed will! 
Him in outward works pursue, 
And serve His pleasure still. 
Faithful to my Lord’s commands, 
I still would choose the better part; 
‘Serve with careful Martha’s hands, 
And humble Mary’s heart. 


Careful without care I am, 

Nor feel my happy toil, 
Kept in peace by Jesu’s name, 

Supported by His smile. 
Joyful thus my faith to show, 

I find His service my reward: 

Every work I do below, 

I do it to the Lord. 

: 


Keys'to Willing Co-operation 
God condescends to use many differ- 
ent kinds of personalities in His service. 
There are differences of temperament, 
background, education, physical consti- 
tution and endurance, age and experi- 
ence, growth in, grace, talents, likes, and 
dislikes. All of these varying elements 
have a natural tendency to produce mis- 
understanding and sometimes friction. 
Yet all can be rounded off, polished, 
brought into line, and made to work to- 
gether fot good by the grace of God, who 
is the Master Workman. The problems 
of human relationships constitute one of 
the difficult aspects of Christian work, 
for the old nature is not dead in God’s 
servants, and it has a way of raising its 


unattractive head to retaliate against 
real or supposed injury, and assert what 
it believes to be its own rights, (But 
what “rights” have sinners, who have 
broken God’s commandments, and whose 
only standing before God depends not on 
their own, but on Christ’s merits?) The 
Scripture does give much practical help 
on how to get along well with one an- 
other. A passage that is sometimes over- 
looked in this connection is the first 
seven verses of Romans 15, in which are 
named seven keys to willing co-opera- 
tion. Here we are told that we are: (1) 
to bear with the weaknesses of others 
“and not to please ourselves”; (2) to 
please our neighbors’ for their good, 
though not in any way that might be 
detrimental to them; (3) to remember 
that “even Christ pleased not himself”; 
(4) to learn from all the Scriptures, and 
to find patience and comfort in them; 
(5) to look to “the God of patience and 
consolation” in order to be like-minded 
in Christ; (6) to aim always to glorify 
God; (7) to receive others as Christ re- 
ceived us, that is, with kindness, mercy, 
forgiveness, and a willingness to over- 
look shortcomings, failings, and even 
Sins. These are the separate steps. The 


outstanding lessons of the passage are 
that the Scriptures are the basis of our 
fellowship and service with other be- 
lievers; that our patience and unity come 
from God Himself; that Christ is our ex- 
ample; and that together we are to seek 
to glorify God. If these are well learned, 
many minor causes of friction will 
simply be overlooked, hard feelings will 
be dissolved, and larger problems can be 
resolved. It is also helpful, when we 
think we have been very badly treated, 
to stop and look into our own hearts and 
back over our own experience, and re- 
alize that no one knows the worst about 
us, for this is known only to God and 
ourselves. “He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins; nor rewarded us accord- 
ing to our iniquities” (Psa, 103:10). 
Christians are not likely to be impatient 
with one another if they have a clear 
vision of how much God has forgiven 
them, and when they really have before 
their eyes the sufferings of Christ for 
unlovely sinners and His patient endur- 
ance in the face of bitter opposition, So, 
the master key is this: “Consider him 
that endured such contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds” (Heb. 12:3). 


I. Paul and the Epistle to the Hebrews 


The first of two editorials by Ernest Gordon 


Pauline authorship of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is disputed, although 

no agreement is reached as to whom to 
assign it. That there is a strong tradi- 
tion in Paul’s favor is’ important, for 
tradition has great weight in itself. But 
there is also much evidence of an in- 
ternal nature to vindicate Paul’s con- 
nection with the Letter. This is mark- 
edly so: in the closing chapter, and we 
can, in Oriental fashion, begin with it. 
It is characteristic of Paul (as a Ro- 
mans, Ephesians, Colossians, essa- 


T MANY theological seminaries the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For thou art my lamp, O Lord 
and the Lord will lighten my 
darkness“ (2 Sam. 22:29). 








lonians) to close a series of discussions 
with practical admonitions, and this thir- 
teenth chapter of Hebrews is of that 
nature. Let us put some of these ad- 
monitions in parallel with those found 
elsewhere in Paul’s writings. 


Verse 1: “Let “Kindly affectioned 
brotherly love con-j| one to another with 


tinue.” brotheftly love” 
y (Rém.. 12:10). ‘ 
Verse 3: “Remem- “Bear ye one an- 


ber them that are in| other's burdens, and 
bonds, as bound with/ so fulfil the law of 
them.” Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 
“We then that are 
strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the 
weak” (Rom. 15:1). 


The association of gross carnal sins 
with covetousness in Hebrews 13:4, 5 
is quite characteristic of Paul and of 
him only, as in Ephesians 5:3, 5: 

“But fornication, and all uncleanness, 
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or covetousness, let it not be once named 
among you. .. . No whoremonger, nor 
unclean person, nor covetous man, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 


and of God.” 
Verse 5: “Be con- 


tent with such things 


as ye have” (arkou- 


menoi) 
Verse 7: “Whose 
faith follow” (mi- 
meisthe). 


Verse 9: “Be not 
carried about with 
divers and strange 
doctrines : . . be es- 
tablished with grace; 
not with meats, 
which have not prof- 
ited them that have 
been occupied there- 
in.” 





“Having food and 
raiment let us be 
therewith content” 

3.2 


“For yourselves 
know how ye ought 
to follow us” (mi- 
imitate; 2 


“Tossed to and fro 
and carried about 
with every wind of 
doctrine” (Eph, . 4: 


“For the kingdom 
of God is not meat 
and drink” (Rom. 
14:17). 


Verse 14, “Here have we no continuing 


city [polis], but we seek one to come,” 
reflects Philippians 3:20, “Our citizen- 
ship [politeuma] is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, 


the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Verse 17: “Obey 
them that have the 
rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: 
for they watch for 
your souls, as they 
that must give ac- 
count.” This is pre- 
ceded by, “But to do 
good and to commu- 


“Let the elders that 
Tule well be counted 
worthy of double 
honour, especially 
they who labour in 
the word and doc- 
trine.” This is fol- 
lowed by the quota- 
tion, “Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that 





nicate {contribute,| treadeth out the 
koinonias] forgetj|corn” (1 Tim. 5:17, 
not.” 18). 


Mr. Moody used to say that “the beg- 
gars were next to the martyrs.” Paul 
did not shun the martyrdom of passing 
the collection box. “Now concerning 
the collection” (1 Cor. 16:1); “distribut- 
ing (koinountes, contributing] to the 
necessity of saints” (Rom, 12:13; and 2 
Cor. 9:2, in extenso). 





In verse 18 we get close to Paul in- 
deed, the Paul of captivity experience. 
“Pray for us,” he says. What were they 
to pray for? Evidently for his release 
from Romar imprisonment, That he had 
this in mind is clear from what follows: 
“For we trust we have a good conscience, 
in all things willing to live honestly.” 
This is what he had said before the San- 
hedrin when it was examining him, “I 
have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this ‘day” (Acts 23:1); and 
to the judge, Felix, “And herein do I 
exercise myself, to have always a con- 
science void of offence toward God, and 
toward men” (Acts 24:16). 

He was thinking of his coming defense 
address and was urging them to pray 
more earnestly (perisseriteros) in order 
that he might be the sooner restored to 
them in answer to their prayer for his 
acquittal. 

This also squares with his previous 
reference to his imprisonments, “For ye 
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had compassion on me in my bonds” 

(Heb. 10:34). 

The words of verse 22, “I have 
written a letter unto you in few 
words,” are in the nature of a personal 
signature validating the Letter. So also 
in 2 Thessalonians 3:17: “The saluta- 
tion of Paul with mine own hand, which 
is the token in every epistle: so I write. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all.” The same apostolic bene- 
diction closes the Letter to the Hebrews, 
probably also in his. handwriting. 

The reference in verse 23 to Timothy 
ties up with 2 Timothy 4, “Written from 
Rome when Paul was brought before 
Nero the second time,”! as does the 
greeting, “They of Italy salute you” 
(Heb. 13:24). 

Only an apostle of authority could 
speak with the authority that Paul here 
exhibits, and no other apostle can be 
considered as having the gifts for such 
mighty authorship. 
such a one, his name would have been 
attached. In verses 20 and 21 is given 
the long apostolic benediction. It begins 
with, “Now the God of peace.” 
phrase is used six times in the New 
Testament and always and only by Paul. 
Who except Paul could have written 
the prodigious Te Deum which follows? 
It should be compared with 1 Timothy 
6:15, 16, the charge to Timothy: 

“Who is the blessed and only potentate, 
... dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see; to whom be honour 
and power everlasting.” , 

Note the trinitarian reference in the 
benediction of 2 Thessalonians 2:16, 17: 

“Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
and God, even our Father, which hath 
loved us, and given us everlasting con- 
solation and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work.” This last 
is the Holy Spirit’s work. The word 
“Paraclete” (Comforter) is used twice 
in this benediction. 

Equally obvious is the trinitarian over- 
tone in Romans 16:25, 26: 

The Son: “Now to him -that is of 
power to stablish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ,” 

The Spirit: “According to the revelation 
of the mystery, which,was kept secret 
since the world began, but now is made 
manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets,” 

The Father: “According to the com- 
mandment of the everlasting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith.” 

As in these magnificent Pauline as- 
criptions of praise, the trinitarian note 
is also heard in Hebrews 13:20, 21: 

The Father: “Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead.” 


21 Oxford Self-Pronouncing Bible, Sunday 
School Teachers’ Edition, Oxford Press, New 
York, 


If there had been 


This 
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The Son: “Our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, ... 

The Spirit: “Make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is wellpleasing in 
his sight.” The Spirit’s ministry. 

The Apostle Peter spoke of “our be- 
loved brother Paul” and of “the wisdom 
given unto him” (2 Pet. 3:15). “Evi- 
dently he looked up to Paul. His bene- 
diction in 1 Peter 5:10 has a distinctly 
Pauline character. Perhaps it ‘was 
modeled on the great ones in Paul’s 
Epistles, including that in Hebrews 13. 
Here, too, is a trinitarian note: 

“The God of all grace .., 

“By Christ Jesus... 3 

“Make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you.” The Spirit’s work. 

There is one other great benediction, 
that of Jude. It is prefaced with trini- 
tarian teaching, verse 20: “Praying in 
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the 

(Continued on page 710) 











Notes on Open Letters 


Did Christ Give Up 
His Life Voluntarily? 


I was brought up to believe that 
Jesus voluntarily dismisse€@ His spirit 
on the cross. I have preached it, 
There is basis for the belief in His 
words that He had power to lay down 
or to take up His life. 

But I’ve been wondering if perhaps 
we read into the accounts something 
that is not there. In studying the mat- 
ter, it would appear that “giving up 
the ghost” was a Hebraism for dying, 
for expiring; e.g., Abraham (Gen. 25: 
8, 17); Isaac (Gen. 35:29); Jacob (Gen. 
49:33). Of all it is said that they “gave 
up the ghost,” or “yielded up the 
ghost.” Job lamented, “Why died I 
not from the womb? Why did I not 

~give up the ghost when my mother 
bare me?” (Job 3:11, A.R.V.) In chap- 
ter 14:10 he says, “But man dieth, and 
is laid low: yea, man giveth up the 
ghost, and where is he?” 

When I turn to the New Testament, 
I find the same phrase used, not only 
of Jesus, but of Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5:5, 10) and of Herod (Acts 12: 
23). In these two it is Ekpsuko instead 
of ekpneuma as in Mark 15:37, 39 and 
Luke 23:46. 

Is the solution in Matthew’s phrase, 
apheiken to pneuma, “yielded up the 
ghost,” and John’s paredoken to 
pneuma? Or can the enemies of in- 
errant inspiration say we are reading 
too much into the account?—A Rhode 
Island pastor. 


This letter was submitted to Mr. Er- 
nest Gordon, who replied as follows: 

“I cannot see that there is any ques- 
tion about the voluntariness of the death 
of Jesus. It is explicitly so stated in 
John 10:18. ‘No man [that is, none in 
the unseen spiritual realm as well as 

(Continued on page 711) 

} 





















Lesson: for.September 12 


Uncle Billy Answers the Roll Call 
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How an old hymn touched his heart and 


prepared the way for the Lord 


Knight said you wanted some- 
one to mow your lawn, so I 
come to get the job.” 

It was,the voice of a little old man 
who had rung my doorbell and awak- 
ened me from an afternoon nap. “Who 
is it? What do you want?” I asked, not 
fully awake. 

He smiled and nervously twirled an 
old straw hat in his hands. “I am Bill 
Owens, Uncle Billy, people call me. I 
come to see about mowing your lawn.” 

“But it’s too hot to start mowing now. 
Don’t you think tomorrow morning 
would be a better time?” I asked. 

“No, ma’am, I'd just as leave start 
mowing now, if you don’t mind.” 

The old fellow looked cool enough in‘ 
his ragged overalls and thin ‘shirt, so I 
said: “Very well. If you think you 
can stand the heat. But when you get 
tired or too hot, come back to the porch.” 
I was sure that one so thin and frail 
could not hold out long. 

After he was gone, I turned back to 
the Scripture I had been reading. be- 
fore I dropped off to sleep and read again 
the beautiful story of a shepherd lead- 
ing his sheep, of his search for those 
that had gone astray in the cloudy and 
dark day. As I read the verses, I won- 
dered if the old man‘ who was mowing 
my lawn was one of Christ's sheep. I 
dismissed the thought.” however, when 
I remembered what Mrs. Knight had 
said about him. 

“Uncle Billy \is just an old sot,” she 
said, “and will do anything for money 
to buy a drink. Why, he even walks 
out into the country to play his fiddle 
for dances—for which he is paid, of 
course.” 


NCLE BILLY worked for about an 

hour then came back to the porch. 
“It’s hotter than I thought for,” he apol- 
ogized. 

“T was afraid you’d get too warm. 
Come in while I get you a cool drink 
and your money.” He took a seat on 
the porch and fanned himself with his 
old hat. 

When I returned, Uncle Billy said: 
“Mrs. Knight told me you played the 
piano. Wonder if you’d play me a tune. 
I'm a great lover of music myself.” 

Playing the piano on a hot summer 
day required energy, too, I thought, 
although I did not say so. I was sorry 
for the old fellow despite evérything 
Mrs. Knight had said about him. 

“T.shall be glad to play for you,” I told 
him. I first thought of playing a rollick- 
ing tune, the kind I was sure he would 


ad &) XCUSE me, ma’am, but Mrs. 


Down in the human heart, 
Crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried 

That grace can restore; 


Touched by a loving heart, 
Wakened by kindness, 
Chords that are broken 
Will vibrate once more. 


Rescue the perishing, 

Care for the dying; 

Jesus*is merciful, 

Jesus will save. 
—Fanny J. Crosby. 








like, then I remembered I had not played 
a hymn that day. For years I had been 
giving the Lord the first song of the day, 
so I did not want to fail now. 


NCLE BILLY came and stood in the 
doorway to listen. “Do you happen 
to know this old song?” I turned to ask 
him as I played, “When the Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder.” 
He did not answer immediately. Then 
I saw the tears he was trying to hide. 
“Yes,” he said with effort. “My mapteer 
used to sing it years ago.” 
“Then I’m sure your mother was a 
Christian.” 
He lifted his head proudly. “The best 
that ever lived.” 
“And you?” 
For several moments there was no 
answer. I thought perhaps he had not 





heard, and started to put the question 


to him again when he said: 

“No, ma’am, I guess not. My mother 
used to try to get me to be one. She 
made me promise to be up yonder when 
the roll is called.” He pointed upward. 

“Then surely you are going to keep 
that promise.” 

He slowly shook his head. “I’m an old 
man with habits hard to break. I 
couldn’t live like a Christian ought to.” 

I caught a look of wistfulness. I said: 
“There is one sheepfold and one Shep- 
herd who stands at the gate of that fold. 
There afe times though when He stands 
at the door of our hearts. If we let 
Him in, He makes us ready for His fold 
by cleansing our hearts of sin—that is, 
if we repent of our sins, tell Him we 
are sorry we have committed them, and 
trust Him for forgiveness. After that 
we are His sheep and He looks after us. 

“He has said He will not ‘suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it.’” 

The old man had been listening in- 
tently, but there ;was also a puzzled look 
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on his face. He finally said, “Can the 
Lord take away my old habits after 
I’m saved?” 

“He has said He would not suffer you 
to be tempted above what you are able 
to bear. And He has also said, ‘Ask, and 
ye shall receive.’ So I believe He could. 
Are you willing now to trust Him?” 

When he did not answer, I said, “Won’t 
you bow your head and pray while I 
lead the prayer?” 

There was still no answer, and watch- 
ing him, I saw the struggle within. I 
saw his head bow for an instant, then 
he said, “Not now; perhaps some other 
time.” He turned to leave, stopped, and 
gaid, “Thank you kindly for your in- 
terest.” 

“Wait,” I called to him. “Here’s your 
money.” I felt I simply could not let 
him go without one more effort, to win 
him to the Lord. “Will you promise you 
will pray sometime this week?” 

The old hat was being twisted in 
hands that shook. I saw the tears before 
he turned away to hide them. With 
effort he answered: “Yes. An’ I waht 
to thank you again for your interest 
in my soul. No one but my mother ever 
cared béfore.” 

“The Lord cares even more than Chris- 
tians,” I told him. “Don’t‘forget to pray. 
And come to church Sunday.” 

“My clothes are not good enough for 
church. But I—I’ll pray.” 


EVERAL weeks pas#ed before I heard 

from Uncle Billy again. Mrs. Knight 
stopped on her way to town one day 
and gave me news of him. “I want to 
know what you did to Uncle Billy that 
has kept him sober so long,” said she. 
“He never gets drunk anymore, nor does 
he play for dances. This afternoon when 
I passed his house he was sitting on 
the front porch playing his Violin» actu- 
ally playing ‘When the Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder.’ Do you suppose he has 
got religion?” she laughed. 

Perhaps the old man had. kept his 
word after all and was saved! “Oh, I 
hope so;” I answered. “Maybe he will 
be at church Sunday.” 

She laughed. “Now don’t go expect- 
ing the impossible.” 

“But that is not impossible. In fact, 
I have been praying for such a miracle 
to happen,” I told her. 

Next Sunday when church time came 
I seated myself on a back seat to watch 
for Uncle Billy. I wanted to nod to him, 
to make him feel welcome. I kept pray- 
ing, “Dear Lord, bring him today.” Then 
at times when my faith wavered I would 
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add, “Help me to have faith that he 
will come!” 

Although € had been praying all week 
that Uncle Billy would come to church, 
my faith failed when services started 
and he still had not come. Then, just as 
the choir was singing the last song be- 
fore the sermon, I saw him enter carry- 
ing his old violin under his arm. With- 
out looking either to the right or to 
the left, he walked down the aisle to a 
front seat. 

My cup came near running over. I 
prayed: “Thank,You, Lord, for bringing 
him! If he is your sheep, let him ac- 
knowledge You in some way.” I still 
was not sure Uncle Billy was a Chris- 
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tian. I remembered sheep are so inclined 
to halt even after they come safely to 
the gateway of the fold. 

I kept praying\so long for Uncle Billy 
that at the close of the sermon I failed 
to see him walk to the front and offer 
himself for membership. However, I did 
hear his old trembling voice telling how 
the Lord had saved him, and of his de- 
sire to dedicate himself and his old vio- 
lin to the service of the Master. As I 
listened, tears filled my eyes so that I 
could not see clearly. But I knew now 
there would be no need for further 
anxiety. Uncle Billy was safe in the 
fold. ‘ 


SPRINGDALE, ARK. ; . 





XXIll. The. Judgment of the Great White Throne 


The awful destiny that awaits those who die in their sins 


’ 


HE third major judgment is known 

as the judgment of the Gentile nations 
(Matt. 25: 31-46). In the Olivet discourse, 
our Lord was scanning the coming cen- 
turies and foretelling the great events 
that would occur when He comes in ad- 
vent glory. 

The subjects of this judgment are 
mentioned. They are not individuals, 
no resurrection to damnation has yet 
taken place, They are nations. The Son 
of man will bring them all together in 
this coming day, and, one by one, they 
will be separated until two great com- 
panies are formed—sheep and goats—the 
right hand, the place of blessing and 
approval; the left hand, the place of dis- 
approval and cursing. 

The judge here is Jesus Christ as the 


Son of man. A$ Son of man it is His_ 


sole prerogative to judge the earth 
(John 5:27; Psa. 8). Trace the rights 
and privileges that are His by this hu- 
man title. Because of this He is Israel's 
Messiah. Because of this Hé has the 
right to rule over all the earth. An 
angel’s hand cannot wield earth’s scepter 
but only fhe hand of the Son of man 
(Heb, 2). 

The basis of judgment is given—how 
the nations have treated His brethren, 
not His Church. The Church will have 
been far removed before this. Who then 
are these brethren? They are the Jew- 
ish remnant who go through the seven- 
tieth prophetic week of Daniel’s proph- 
ecy (Rev. 7), and, depending on how the 
Gentile nations existing in those days 
treat these faithful Jews of this godly 
remnant, judgment will be meted out. 
They will be God’s witnesses in an 
abandoned world, and woe betide any 
who inflict persecution upon them. 

The reward is named first. It is given 
in the language of blessing, the language 
of welcome, “Come.” They are blessed 
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by the Father. God takes notice of 
how men treat His covenant people, “I 
will bless them that bless thee.” It is 
the language of reward. Theirs is the 
Kingdom. They are to inherit it. 


The fourth major judgment will be 
the Judgment of the Great White Throne 
(Rev. 20). “I saw a great white throne.” 
John once stood on Calvary and his 
gaze was riveted on a cross, ‘reddened 
with blood. The same Person whose 
fofm was impaled on that Roman gibbet, 
John saw sitting as the supreme Judge 
on this great white throne. He is no 
longer meek and lowly, but stern in in- 
flexible righteousness, terrible to behold 
in dazzling majesty and whiteness. 

The throne is the place of unques- 
tioned authority, the place of absolute 
power. White speaks of absolute right- 
eousness, unbending holiness. No mix- 
ture of mercy is here, no pleas of aton- 
ing blood, no advocate, no clemency. 
Mercy has given over her reins to stern 
justice. The occupant of that throne 
is the Lord Jesus, the judge who never 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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yet has given an unjust sentence. He 
is impartial. He is righteous. His face, 
once marked with tenderest love and 
sympathy, and ofttimes wet with hot 
tears over the indifference of hardened 
hearts, is now a face of solemn, dread 
justice, terrible to behold. Even nature 
cannot stand that sight. Earth will 
hasten away from this terrible visage. 
Heaven will flee away, leaving the res- 
urrected wicked with no refuge, no cov- 
ering, no shelter, no place to which to 
lift up their eyes and appeal. 

The books will be opened. Grace and 
mercy have kept these solemn records 
closéd, but now justice demands that 
they be brought from the hall of records 
and theirscontents disclosed. The book 
of conscience will be opened. Conscience 
is God’s vicegerent in the human soul. 
Now the. creature must answer as to 
how he has responded to this great light 
entrusted to his care. The book of the 
Law will be opened, “It is written.” This 
book will reveal the broken command- 
ments, transgressions, disobediences, 
sins of presumption that human hearts 
are guilty of, the countless times these 
written oracles of a holy God have been 
willfully trampled upon by men in acts 
of lying, idolatry, stealing, covetousness, 
fornication, adultery, murder, and many 
other crimes. The book of eternal truth 
will be opened, the truth and nothing 
but the truth will be the order of that 
day. Today, truth is trodden in the 
streets. At this judgment, truth is ex- 
alted and sways the throne. 

The Bible will be opened. Men judge 
it now, it will judge them then. To sit 
in judgment upon this blessed Book as 
the critic and Modernist have done is 
man’s greatest folly. This is the sin of 
past ages, this is the sin of today. If the 
Bible were allowed to judge our sins, 
how different our world would be today. 
How it cries out against our sins. This 
Book will judge men in the last day 
(John 12:48). 

The book of life will be opened. This 
will be the register of Heaven, the roll 
of those who have become children of 
God by faith in the atoning work of 
Jesus Christ. Grace wrote down their 
names when, as poor lost sinners, they 
received Christ Jesus as Saviour and 
Lord. 

The basis of this judgment is found 
in Romans 2. Study this all-important 
chapter. “We are sure,” says the apostle, 
not a matter of guesswork or specula- 
tion (v.,2), sure that this judgment will 
be according to truth, not perjury, graft, 
political pull, secret society influence, or 
corruption. The determining factor will 
be man’s treatment of God’s goodness. 
The way men have treated His great 
blessings, temporal and. spiritual, His 
goodness that gave His Son to die on 
Calvary, the goodness that should have 
led men to repentance. 

The basis of judgment will be the 
works that men have actually done in 
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their lives on earth, Men through sov- 
ereign grace today can be saved through 
His works, what Christ actually did for 
them on Calvary’s cross. His works save 
us, man’s own works, being sinful, can 
only merit eternal doom. 


Those who stand before this judgment. 


throne are the dead, those who have died 
impenitent, having never been born 
again by the Holy Spirit—the wicked 
dead; the rich dead; the murderers; the 
impure; the lawless; the apostate blood- 
despising dead; every soul who has died 
outside of Jesus Christ. 

They are silent now. The loud 
mouthed Ingersoll is silent; the .brazen 
Tom Paine speaks no more; Voltaire has 
nothing to say. Every mouth is stopped. 
The whole world stands guilty before 
God. Arguments have gone. Quibbling 
is a thing of the past. They listen to 
hear the Judge of the world, banishing 
them from all light and joy through the 
eternal ages. 

They are trembling. The powers of 
the world to come shake their sinful 
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bodies as they shudder on the brink of 
eternal ruin. 

The seer of Patmos saw it. May we 
see before it is forever too late. May 
it melt our hearts, as we see beforehand 
the enormity of the sinner’s doom. 

No record! Where their names might 
have appeared is only a yawning, hid- 
eous blank. God is very careful about 
His records. There is no annihilation 
here. Death: never means annihilation. 
The lake of fire is unquenchable fire, 
it burns forever. There is no escape, no 
city of refuge to fly to, no Rock of Ages 
in which to hide. The wicked pass, one 
by one, before the books. They read 
the true record of their sins, sins long 
since forgotten, sins done in secret, sins 
done in public, sins against God and 
against man and themselves. All that 
seems to break the dread silence is the 
rustling of the leaves, as they are turned 
over revealing the guilt of these who 
must be cast forever into the lake of 
fire. 





(To be continued) 


An Awakening Among Doctors in Greece 
A movement to bring medical men back to the Bible 


HE Eighth Annual Congress of 

Medicine de la Personne (Eighth In- 
ternational Week for Study and Medi- 
tation of the Medicine of Personality) 
was held in Athens, Greece, from April 
14 to 21. The Greek Professional Men’s 
Union was host. 

This congress was made up of differ- 
ent groups from Greece, France, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Holland, and the 
United States. Previously these meet- 
ings have been held in Switzerland, with 
delegates from Great Britain and the 
Scandinavian countries as well, 

First, a word about the Greek group. 
After the terrible suffering of the Ger- 
man occupation and the war against 
Communist guerrillas within the coun- 
try which followed, there was a strong 
conviction on the part of a few that 
Greece must return to Christ or face 
destruction. 

Dr. Charocopos, a tuberculosis special- 
ist, was, the leader of this persuasion 
among the doctors. Just before Christ- 
mas of 1946, a manifesto was written 
clearly stating this conviction. - Two 
hundred physicians and eight hundred 
lawyers, teachers, and intellectual lead- 
ers of Greece signed it, This was pub- 
lished and made known throughout the 
land. This appears to have been the 
beginning of a revival of prayer and 
Bible study on the part of many peo- 
ple. The Zowie group are the leaders. 
Some of these men are priests in the 
church. Many are lay people who are 
working sacrificially in Sunday school 
classes, boys and girls play and study 
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groups, the Christian Whion in the uni- 
versities, in the adult Bible study and in- 
structional classes. The printing and 
publishing work amazed me. We were 
shown very fine presses, publishing 
books, pamphlets, and Christian maga- 
zines, which have the largest circulation 
of any religious or secular paper in 
Greece. This work, I understand, is en- 
tirely supported by free-will contribu- 
tions; the church does not maintain it. 

In 1950; a book was published by the 
Greek Professional Union that was writ- 
ten by a lawyer, Dr. A. N, Tsirintanes. 
This amazing book traces the negation 
of Christianity by atheism. It points 
out the potential power of the believer 
a and finally concludes with 


Either our whole life as individuals, 
nations, states, as mankind in gener4l, 
Nis to be ruled over by Christ, by His 
doctrine, by His power, or we shall 
be exterminated. Mankind has to choose 
between Christ and destruction. Either 
the one or the other. Faith has been 
saying this right from the start. But 
now it is an evident reality. What 
painful evidence for humanity, this 
saving pain! It prepares the way for 
the return, it opens eyes, ears, hearts, 
consciences. It opens the door to the 
preaching of the Gospel in general, 
and to the work of Christian civiliza- 
tion as well. And it is high time to 
prosecute, or rather to make more 
systematic, the work already being 
done to augment the rich fruitfulness 
which has crowned it. Europe and 
America, Asia, Africa, and Polynesia, 
all the earth and the oceans, and the 
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air which is round the globe, all must 
be united by the thrill of this mes- 
sage. It is the message of pain. It 
is the message of disappointment in 
negation, in revolt, in sin. It is the 
tmgessage that calls for deliverance. And 
even more. It calls for the Saviour: 

It calls for Him by His name. It calls 

for the Gospel, for the message of joy. 

It longs to hear it, to see it living; to 

see it rule our whole life. And this 

message, heard by every Christian, 
must be answered by every Christian. 

Answered with all one’s life, with all 

one’s strength, with all the faith, pur- 

ity, love, power, and joy which living 
contact with the Saviour gives. Man- 
kind has seen and tried and had 
enough of negation and revolt, ruin 
and desolation. Now is the time for 
mankind to see faith, life, power, crea- 
tion, joy. Now is the time to feel all 

Christians at work for a Christian 

civilization! 

The motivating force behind the 
French-speaking group is Dr. Paul Tour- 
nier. For some years he has been aware 
of the fact that the church is not reach- 
ing the physicians in Europe. His pas- 
sion has been that science teaches the 
mechanism of things, but that the Bible 
teaches the meaning of those very things. 
Let me quote from his latest book, “A 
Doctor’s Casebook”: 


Of the meaning, the meaning of 
sickness and cure, of life and death, 
of the world, man and of history, sci- 
ence tells us nothing; here it is the 
Bible that speaks to us. For this rea- 
son the study of the Bible is as valu- 
able to the doctor as the study of 
science. 

And then another passage from this 
book may help us further in understand- 
ing Dr. Tournier: 


Science, then, analyzes phenomena, 
but provides us with no clear, sure, 
and general notion concerning man, 
life, sickness, or death. We turn 
therefore toward the Bible, as Pascal 
invites us, “We know life and death 
only through Jesus Christ. Apart 
from Jesus Christ we know not what 
our ‘life is, nor our death, nor God, 
nor ourselves. Thus, ‘without the 
Scriptures, whose only object is Jesus 
Christ, we know nothing, and can see 
but obscurity and confusion in the 
nature of God, and in our own nature.” 
But how are ‘we going to study the 
Bible? 

In his endeavor to bring medical men 
back to the Bible, he has arranged, 
during the past eight years, a week of 
meditation which has been called “Medi- 
cine de la Personne.” There is no or- 
ganization, but merely a gathering to- 
gether of those who are interested in 
studying the place of the Bible in the 
life of a doctor. 

The German-speaking doctors, though 
having had very little previous contact 
with Dr. Tournier, come because of hav- 
ing heard of this study. There seemed 
to be a definite longing for fellowship 
with believers within the profession. 
Several of these physicians had come 
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by train through Yugoslavia, sittjng up 
three days and two nights. 

The largest group of delegates em- 
barked on a new Greek vessel at Venice. 
More of us joined the group at Brindisi. 
After a delightful trip across the Ionfan 
Sea we stopped at Corfu, where a gov- 
ernment delegation came aboard to wel- 
come us. Then we traveled on through 
the inland sea past many, many islands, 
and finally through the Corinthian Canal 
to Piraeus. The Canal of Corinth is an 
amazing waterway four miles long. In 
many places it is cut through more than 
one hundred feet of rock. 

The ship was late in arriving, so we 
did not dock until about 3.30 am. But 
four Greek doctors were waiting for 
us, and took us in buses to Kifissia, a 
suburb about twelve miles from Athens. 
We were assigned our rooms and slept 
until 9 a.m., then breakfast and a trip 
to the Acropolis. 

The opening meeting was held in the 
Christian Relation Building, which is 
just across the street from the King’s 
palace. The King has given the move- 
ment the use of this building for its 
offices. 

At 6.30 p.m. a hush came over the 
audience, and then all stood while the 
King, a group of his leading officials, 
and a bishop of the Greek Orthodox 
Church entered. Professor of Law Tsi- 
rintanes, author of the book, “Towards 
a Christian Civilization,” gave the lec- 
ture. He spoke in French, but it was 
translated into German and English. The 
professor traced the history of civiliza- 
tion, pointing out that there had been 
periods of progress and development, and 
also periods of great blackness and de- 
spair. He stated that we today are on 
the threshold of a new era. If we re- 
turn to Christ it can be an era of en- 
lightenment and progress. If we do not, 
the future can only spell destruction. 

At the royal reception that followed, 
a few of us were presented to the King. 
I had opportunity to express our appre- 
ciation as Americans for his help and in- 
terest in this Christian movement. His 
reply was that these things are the most 
important things in the world today. 

’ The days following were exceedingly 
full with meetings and sight-seeing. One 
night after fourteen hours of travel in 
a bus, and a picnic lunch, we sat down 
for our evening meal at 11 pm. At 


Corinth, in a place where it was thought . 


Paul had spoken years before, the Bible 
was read in three different languages. 
Then, on Good Friday, in a little church 
at Kefalaci only four miles from. Arges, 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was 
read in four different languages. This 
little church, which barely accommo- 
dated our party of about sixty, was of 
Byzantine architecture. The back of the 
church opened into a cave, and the 
mountain itself formed the posterior 
wall, 

Testimonies were given at different 
times during the week. One, by a young 
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Greek physician who had spent five 
years at Harvard, was very interesting 
to me. He told of how, while he was 
in medical university in Athens, athe- 
ism was taught with official sanction. 
Slowly, through the Christian Student 
Union, and later by the influence of’the 
Greek Professional Men’s Union, this has 
been changed. Once again Christianity 
is being respected, and teachers ‘are 
being shown that there is no conflict 
between true science and the Bible. 


On Easter Sunday morning, we at- 
tended an Easter Sunrise Service on 
Mars’ Hill. Here, where Paul preached 
long ago, we were reminded that Christ 
was risen and the world needs the living 
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Christ today. In the,afternoon we were 
all invited to the home of a surgeoh for 
tea. We were impressed not only with 
the delicious food, but with the fact that 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” was played and 
all respectfully listened. As we were 
about to leave, hand-painted cards, each 
with a flower and a Scripture verse in 
his native tongue, were passed out from 
a basket of flowers. 

All in all; the Congress was exceed- 
ingly worth while. It was inspirational, 
and made us realize afresh that God is 
working in different ways through a 
variety of people in the lands across the 
sea. 

WuearTon, ILL, 


A Young Girl Learns of the Lord’s Return 


How it thrilled her and changed her life 


| ALLY M— was a member of a worldly 
church, but she attended our Bible 
class on Sunday afternoons with the 
secretary of our class who worked with 
Sally, and was interested in her. I was 
drawn to Sally myself, the first time I 
met her. I liked very much her seri- 
ous attention to the teaching of the les- 
son, and her quiet way of speaking and 
asking questions. 

We discovered that Sally came from 
a home where parents didn’t bother very 
much as to where their daughter went, 
so long as, to use their own words, “she 
kept out of mischief.” The parents were 
church members, and very pleasant to 
talk to, but worldly. 

That Sally loved our Bible class, and 
was becoming “more serious, and quiet,” 
as they termed it, seemed to amuse them. 
“A young girl should be having lots of 
fun,” the mother said, to which Sally 
replied: 

“I do have fun, Mother, not in the way 
I used to, I confess. But since Ruth 
took me to her Bible class I have the 
loveliest times. We have a monthly class 
party, and such grand times together. 
The girls in that class love each other. 
I never knew church could be like that. 
And the teaching on the Bible is becom- 
ing more wonderful to me. I just love 
Sunday now. Mother, you know Dr. 
J—, at our church doesn’t believe all 
the Bible. I never heard him once tell 
us we all must accept Jesus Christ as 
our personal Savigur to enter Heaven. 
And I love the teaching on the Second 
Coming. It’s new to me, but so inter- 
esting.” . 

“Gracious,” said the mother in sur- 
prise, “whatever does the Second Com- 
ing mean?” 

“It means,” said Sally, “that the Lord 
Jesus is coming back in person, to take 
His own: redeemed people home to 
Heaven.” 

“When?” asked the mother. 
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“I don’t know very much about this 
great truth yet, Mother,” answered Sally, 
“but I do know He is coming, and our 
teacher says that the best Bible teachers 
believe it won’t be long.” 

“Well,” said the mother, “I’m going 
to talk to Dr. J— about this, its strange 
I never heard of it before, and I have 
always gone to church.” 

But Dr. J— didn’t approve of Sally 
not attending his church and Sunday 
school, so he did his best to plant doubts 
in her mother’s mind. He said, yes, he 
knew about the Second Coming of 
Christ, but didn’t preach it, as he didn’t 
consider it important. 

The parents went on in their worldly 
way, but Sally kept coming to us, and 
grew in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Christ. It wasn’t long until we all knew 
she was an outstanding person and one 
whom God was using. Ruth told us that 
the girls in the office were amazed at 
Sally’s giving‘up all the worldly amuse- 
ments she used to take such a pleasure 
in. Sally’s boy friend, whom she had 
known since childhood, and whom. she 
had hoped to win for Christ, dropped 
her because she was becoming “too re- 
ligious.” But she kept on with the Lord. 

One Sunday, ‘after the teaching of the 
lesson, she asked if she coulti say a few 
words, and what she said stirred all our 
hearts: ® 

“IT just can’t find words. to tell you 
how much this class has meant to me, 
and it means more as time,goes on. I 
used to think Christiaris were dull, but 
now I know I ‘was blind. Being a 
Christian is wonderful. I notice things 
in nature now I never saw before. The 
other day I noticed for the first time how 
red a robin’s breast is, and I noticed 
the trees in a different way from what 
I did before I was saved. I used to 
take all the wonders of nature for 
granted, but since knowing Jesus, I de- 

(Continued on page 710) 
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: International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 12. CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP AND CO-OPERATION 


Acts 6:1-6; Romans 12:9-16; 13:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:4-9, Galatians 5:13-15; printed text, Romans 
13:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:4-9 
, Golden Text.—Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.—Rom. 13:10 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God. 

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to them- 
selves damnation. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience sake. 

6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute 
is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour 
to whom honour. 

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 


9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other com- 
mandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, 

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 


5 ‘ * A vie 3 ~ 
1 Cor. 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, 
I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 


: whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 


6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the in- 
crease. 

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and 
every man shall receive his own reward according to his 
own labour. 

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s 
husbandry, ye are God’s building. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D.’ 
Approach to the Lesson 


N THE United States of America we 
I are great believers in the separation 
of church and state. Rightly under- 
stood, it is a good principle, but as some 
regard it, we would have our whole civic 
life ordered by practical atheism, with 
Christianity operating in a hermetically 
sealed church. The men who prepared 
the Bill of Rights had no thought of 
dechristianizing the state, but only of 
protecting the religious freedom of all 
men, especially minority groups. 
Certain it is that the Christian cannot 
Separate church and state in his indi- 
vidual life, being one thing as a church 
member, and something else as a citi- 
zen. The two portions of our lesson, one 
dealing with the Christian’s duty toward 
the state, and the other showing his 
proper behavior in the church, remind 
us of this great truth. A true Christian 
is one, every segment of whose life 
comes under the sway of the Lord Jesus, 
and whose conduct shows the same high 
principles in the church, in the home, in 
business, in civic affairs, and in social 
functions. There is no room for a Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in Christianity. 
There may be hypocrites in the mem- 
bership of some of ‘our churches, but 
there are no hypocrites in the church of 
Jesus Christ, and the hypocrites in our 


churches will find themselves at last in 
hell when the true church is glorified 
with her Lord (see Matt. 24:51). 

If a man is not a good citizen, he is 
not a good Christian, whatever profes- 
sion he may make, just as the man who 
is not a faithful husband or a cargful 
father or an honest businessman cannot 
be a good Christian. The Christian life 
is all of a piece. Christ is not just a 
departmental superintendent, but Lord 
of all, 


Verse by Verse 

Romans 13:1.—“Let every soul be sub- 
ject . . . the powers that be are or- 
dained of God.” This exhortation is not 
a generality, but is addressed to every 
individual of the Christian community. 
The “powers” here are the “authorities.” 
The institution of government is in 
mind, but not apart from those in whom 
the authority is vested. 


Verse 2—“Whosoever .. . resisteth 
the ordinance of God . . . shall receive 
to themselves damnation.” Greek stu- 
dents will notice the play upon different 
forms and compounds of the verb tasso, 
“to set.” Resistance to what God has 
ordained is resistance to Gods Chris- 
tians who so behave cannot expect di- 
vine interference on their behalf, but 
will have to accept their punishment. 


Verse 3.—“For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil... .” For 
“Wilt thou not be afraid,” read, “Do you 





— 
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wish not to be afraid?” The answer is, 
Do good, and you won't have to! This 
sort of fear is reserved for those who 
do evil. * 

Verse 4.— “For he is the minister of 
God . , . he beareth not the sword in 
vain . . . wrath upon him that doeth 


‘ evil” It is as a servant of God that 


the magistrate or ruler holds power over 
men’s lives. He is either a minister unto 
good or a minister unto wrath, accord- 
ing to our conduct. The word for min- 
ister here is diakonos, whence we have 
our deacon. 


Verse 5.—“. . . subject, not only for 
wrath, but also for conscience sake.” 
Not simply the fear of punishment 
should keep us submissive to duly con- 
stituted authority, but the desire for a 
“conscience void of offence” (Acts 24: 16). 

Verse 6.—". . . pay ye tribute also... 
God’s ministers .. .” The tribute here 
referred to was paid to an autocratic 
power, yet Christians were commanded 
to pay it as unto ministers of God— 
and here the word “ministers” is a re- 
ligious word. Do we pay our taxes with 
a consciousness of supporting God’s min- 
isters for God’s ministry? ; 

Verse 7.—“Render therefore to all their 
dues .. .” Here is a breakdown of vari- 
ous officers of the law, each with his own 
particular prerogative. 

Verse 8.—“Owe no man any thing, but 
to love One another ...” We owe what 
we have not discharged, and God would 
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have us discharge every debt, save that 


which can never be discharged, namely,. 


love. Holding out on our obligations is 
an abomination to God, but the debt 
of love calls for constant payment, with 
no decrease of the debt. 

Verse 9.—“For this .. . briefly com- 
prehended . . . Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” The whole moral 
law is headed up in the command, “love 
thy neighbour,” as the whole spiritual 
law is headed up in the command, -“love 
thy God.” 

Verse 10.—“Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfill- 
ing of the law.” So obvious a state- 
ment needs no comment, but it could do 
with a lot more practice. 

1 Cor. 3:4—“, . . one saith, I am of 
Paul . . . I am of Apollos; are ye not 
carnal?” The Corinthian church was 
plagued with the party spirit, centering 
in an adherence to Paul on the one 
hand, and Apollos on the other, with 
some favoring Peter, and some boasting 
of superior spirituality in cleaving to 
Christ alone (1:12). ‘Fhe word trans- 
lated “carnal” here is just “men,” in the 
sense of human frailty. 

Verse 5.—“Who then is Paul 
Apollos, but ministers ...?” Paul, on 
behalf of himself and Apollos, disclaims 
any lordship. They are only ministers 
(deacons—compare Rom. 13:4 above), 
bringing men to faith in the same Lord, 
from whom they have received their 
several appointments. 

Verse. 6—“I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase.” 
Paul had preceded Apollos, so that the 
work of Apollos was but a confirmation 
and extension of Paul’s. See Acts 18: 
24:28. But both are dependent upon God 
for the prospering of their several tasks. 
The figure used is indeed apt. 

Verse 7.—“‘Neither . . . he that plant- 
eth .... watereth; but God that giveth 
the increase.” Here is a disclaimer of 
any virtue or power in the minister him- 
self. The excellency of the power is of 
God (2 Cor. 4:7). 

Verse 8.—“Now he that planteth and 
he that watereth are one .. . his own 
reward ...” Another condemnation of 
the party spirit is that the ministers are 
not seeking followings. They are one, 
engaged in the one task, for the same 
Lord, although each has his own allotted 
portion, and will be rewarded accord- 
ingly, 

Verse 9.—“We ... labourers together 
with God: ye are God’s husbandry . . . 
building.” Notice the “we” and the “ye.” 
Here Paul changes the metaphor from 
the tilled field to the building, and in 
the following verses expands the latter. 


The Heart of the Lesson - 

When we remember that the thirteenth 
chapter of Romans was written under 
the despotic, heathen rule of the Caesars, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 5. — Growth Through 
Useful Work. Colossians 3:23, 24; 
1 Thessalonians 4:10b, 11; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1g. September, 19.—Growing in Chris- 
tian Love. Matthew 5:43-48; 18: 
21-35; Ephesians 4:25 to 5:2; 1 John 4:7-21 








the contents of the passage become won- 
derful indeed. Which of us would have 
written, with our eyes on a Diocletian 
or a Nero, “The powers that be are or- 
dained of God”? Which of us would 
have laid down such a principle as this 
—“Whosoever .. . resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God,” when 
the power was vested in such cruel, 
wicked tyrants? Without such teaching 
as we have here, we should have been 
inclined to think that resisting such a 
power, and overthrowing it if possible, 
was doing God a service. So long as 
the authority is there, we must honor 
the institution, even if we cannot greatly 
respect the man who fills the office. 
Three reasons are given us for a sub- 
missive attitude to constituted authority. 
The first is the ordinance of God which 
has established the authority. The sec- 
ond is the sanction of punishment com- 
mitted to the authority—he bears the 
sword, and not in vain. The third is the 
answer of a good conscience. Notice the 
terms used concernifig these “powers.” 
They are ministers of God. But two 
words are here translated “minister.” 
The one has given us our word deacon, 
while the other signifies ministers of di- 
vine service, a religious term. It is dif- 








. = 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT are the “powers” referred to 
in Romans 13:1? 

2. What is the basic reason for a Chris- 
tian’s submission to “the powers that 
be?” 

3. What two kinds of fear are referred 
to in our Romans portion? 

4. What is the meaning of the refer- 
ence to bearing the sword? 

5. What kreat heathen king did God 
refer to as (1) His servant, (2) His 
shepherd? 

6. Where do we have teaching of 
Christ that parallels Romans 13:9, 10? 

7. How many factions does Paul name 
in the Corinthian church? What were 
they? 

8. Why does Paul concentrate so much 
on the factions revolving around Apollos 
and himself? r 

9. What reasons does Paul present for 
avoiding divisions over ministers? 

10. What figure does Paul apply to the 
church ‘as a sphere of ministry? 
(Answers on page 710) | 
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ficult for us to apply these terms to the 
Caesars, but let us remember that they 
are not the ohly heathen potentates 
whom God has designated His servants. 
See Jeremiah 25:9; Isaiah 44:28; 45:1. 

Our submission will be expressed by 
rendering “to all their dues.” There are 
various representatives of the authority, 
attending to various matters which con- 
cern the state. We are to hold out on 
none of them, whether it be a matter 
of taxes, or just a question of holding 
them in such esteem as their office de- 
mands. We are to apply to them the 
rule of love, which meets every require- 
ment of every relationship, 

If submission is our duty in the state, 
“endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3) 
is our duty in the church. It is a mark 
of carnality to become followers of men, 
and to form parties around personalities. 
A minister who encourages people to 
rally around him is no true minister of 
Jesus Christ. The end of all ministry is 
to have men cleave to Christ. See John 1: 
35-37. Paul, in rebuking the Corinthian 
believers for setting up rival claim- 
ants for their allegiance, designated him- 
self and Apollos simply “ministers [dea- 
cons] by whom ye believed,” repudiated 
any rivalry between them, and insisted 
on their oneness in the service, while 
each was answerable to God for his own 
work, even as he was dependent upon 
God for the effectiveness of his labors. 
Ministers are laborers in God's tilled 
field, the church, workmen in God’s 
building. When f&hdom invades the 
church, the divine intention is frustrated, 
but where Christ is exalted, the purpose 
of God is realized, 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. In the state—submission 
(1) Because of God’s ordinance (Rom. 
13:1, 2) 
(2) Because of power to punish (vs. 
3, 4) 
(3)*Because of conscience (v. 5) 
2. In the church—unity 
(1) Partyism, a sign of carnality (1 
Cor. 3: 1-4) 
(2) Ministers are nothing in them- 
selves (vs, 5-7) 
(3) Ministers are not rivals (vs. 8, 9) 


Topics for Development 

Bad Rulers. There is a widespread 
feeling that Christians are under obli- 
gation to submit to good rulers, but not 
to bad rulers. No such distinction is 
made in the Bible. We remember the 
case of Saul and David. Saul had been 
rejected as king, and David anointed to 
replace him. Saul, recognizing in Da- 
vid the one appointed to succeed him, 
persecuted and pursued him with mur- 
derous intention. Yet David would not 
lift a little finger against Saul, but con- 
tinued to honor him as king, and twice 
refused to harm him when he was com- 
pletely at his mercy. Just as servants 
(bondservants) were commanded to be 
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in subjection to their masters, “not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward” (1 Pet. 2:18), so we are to be 
in subjection to rulers, whether good or 
bad. If they are bad, we still have re- 
sort to prayer (1 Tim. 2:1, 2); and God 
knows how to bring down the wicked, 
as He did Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4), and 
deliver His people. It is interesting to 
observe that God did not command His 
people Israel to take up arms against 
Egypt, Babylon, or Rome, into whose 
power He had brought them. He Him- 
self delivered them from Egypt and 
Babylon, but when they moved against 
Rome on their own initiative, swift de- 
struction came upon them. There is 
only one case in which we are required 
to resist “the powers that be”—when 
their demands run counter to the re- 
vealed will of God. Then our answer 
is, “We ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29), and in that case we 
must be willing to endure the conse- 
quences, even unto death. Remember 
Daniel! 


Practical Applications 

Does your conduct in business, society, 
and politics parallel your profession in 
church? 

Subjection to the state does not stop 
at refraining from armed'reVolt; it enters 
into the payment of taxes, ‘customs, and 
all other obligations. 

Render reverential fear (Rom. 13:7) 
and you will not have to be afraid (v. 3). 

Do you go to church to support a 
favorite minister, or to meet with Christ? 

Championing a minister is not neces- 
sarily a sign of spirituality; it could be 
a sign®of carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-4). 


Golden Text 


Rom. 13:10.—“Love worketh no il to 
his neighbour: therefore love is the ful- 
filling of the law.” Here is a suggestion 
of the purpose of the Law—to keep us 
from harming our neighbor. If we love 
him, the. Law will be no more than a 
guide to conduct. We shall not need 
its restraint. 


ELMuurRsT, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNns 


“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“O God of Love, O King of Peace” 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, great is Thy faith- 
fulness and marvelous Thy loving-kind- 
ness to such as we are. For we have 
not known Thee, feared Thee, loved 
Thee, nor served Thee as we ought, but 
have turned every one to his own way. 
Forgive us, Father, .and incline our 
hearts to seek Thee and then to revere, 
love, and serve Thee as those redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ should. 
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Also, O Father, fill us with Thy patient 
love: that we may love our neighbors 
as Thou hast bidden us. Be merciful 
to the nations and remove the distrust 
and the tensions that make for strife. 
Send Thy Gospel to all men and turn 
their hearts to Thy Son by whom alone 
men are reconciled to Thee and to one 
another. Be gracious to the sick and 
afflicted, the tempted and tried in this 
and every place. Lead us each one into 
those ministries of love that will best 
relieve the sufferings of others, and may 
we soon see the triumph of Thy King- 
dom in all the earth, for our Saviour’s 
sake and glory. Amen, 


After the Lesson—A recent issue of 
Reader’s Digest tells a moving story of 
a German doctor who spent eleven years 

OBSERVES | OVE 


: Lov1 
OVE REQUIRES LAW 
Therefore, Give‘'Us LOVE 














as a prisoner of the Russians and in that 
time did marvelous things for the relief 
and healing of sick fellow prisoners. At 
one camp a Russian guard appealed for 
the German doctor’s help when his wife 
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was desperately ill and no other help 
was available. The doctor saved her 
life, and the grateful Russian said, “Why 
did you do it? You are an enemy pris- 
oner.” “Your wife is a human being,” 
said the doctor, simply. 

Our Golden Text says, “Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour.” To have re- 
fused the Russian’s appeal would have 
worked ill to a néighbor, for it would 
have meant the death of the suffering 
woman. But the doctor bore no grudge 
against his captors, and willingly used 
his skill to save a Russian woman. As 
a result, other Russians sought his help 
till he had treated some three thousand 
of them. The article described the doc- 
tor as “a deeply religious man,” and we 
may be sure there was a connection be- 
tween his neighbor-love and his faith in 
God. 

We may feel the individual can do 
little to remedy the hatred and tensions, 
that plague our world today, yet who 
can tell what good has and will come 
from the neighbor-love of that one cap- 
tive Christian doctor reaching out to 
bless thousands of his captors? . And 
who can say what you and I may do for 
the healing of our world’s ills by just 
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quietly following each day the pathway 
of faith in God and love for our neigh- 
bor? We should pray for the multiply- 
ing of true and consistent Christians 
everywhere as channels through which 
the love of Christ might flow to a love- 
less and _perishing world, and each 
should pray that his own life be such 
a channel of blessing. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“For he is the minister of God to thee 
for good. .. .” (Rom. 13:4).—This ex- 
pression reveals the reason | believers 
should be subject to the civil authori- 
ties. Government is of God. Rulers are 
responsible to be just and to rule in the 
fear of God (2 Sam. 23:3). Denial of 
God’s existence fails to relieve a ruler of 
this responsibility. Even Red rulers, 
who are blatant atheists, must account 
_ to God for the use or abuse of their 
political authority. 

In his message to the Seventy-sixth 
Congress, President Roosevelt introduced 
a passage which has been noted by com- 
mentators as a most remarkable element 
in a presidential address. A _ similar 
statement is not recalled for many years. 

President Roosevelt said: “Storms 
from abroad challenge three institutions 
indispensable to Americans now as al- 
ways. The first religion, and is the 
source of the other two—democracy and 
international good faith. ' Religion, by 
teaching man his relation to God, gives 
the individual a sense of his own dig- 
nity and teaches him to respect him- 
self by respeeting his neighbors. Where 
freedom of religion has been attacked, 
the attack has come from sources op- 
posed to democracy. Where democracy 
has been overthrown, the spirit of free 
worship has disappeared, and where re- 
ligion and democracy have vanished, 
good faith and reason in international 
affairs have given way to strident ambi- 
tion and brute force. Any ordering of 
society which relegates religion, democ- 
racy, and good faith among nations to 
the background can find no place within 
it for the ideals of the Prince of Peace. 
The United States.rejects such an or- 
dering ‘and retains its ancient faith.” 

“Wherefore ye must needs be subject 
. ..” (Rom. 13:5).—Subjection is the nor- 
‘mal attitude of believers to the powers 
that be; but the Holy Scriptures mention 
some exceptions to the rule. When the 
authorities in Jerusalem commanded the 
apostles not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus, Peter and John 
answered: “Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we can- 
not but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:18-20). On an- 
other similar occasion Peter said, “We 
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ought to obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). 

A cruel and powerful ruler demanded 
things that would hinder advance of 
Christ’s cause throughout much of the 
world. A well-known missionary told 
him that he and the Christians would 
not yield to his desires in that they were 
accountable to the King of kings, whose 
desires must have precedence over every 
earthly ruler. The ruler was subdued 
in spirit and his opposition overcome. 

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbour 
. . (Rom. 13:10).—Love seeks the 
neighbor’s welfare, therefore it is easily 
seen that “love is the fulfilling of the 
law.” 

“Several years ago,” says Mrs, Lula 
Colwell, “there was built, across’ from 
our home, a house which my husband 
dubbed ‘the green atrocity.” It was a 


poorly built, small town tenement, ' 


painted an unpleasant shade of green, 
and designed to house four or more 
families. Not only that, but it stood 
between us and a view of our beloved 
Rocky Mountains. 

“The house was soon filled with Mexi- 
can families who had come to town after 
the beet harvest was finished in the fall. 
For days I could think of nothing except 
the fact that I resented that house’s be- 
ing built there. Then one day the real- 
ization came to me, ‘You believe in the 
Christian Friendliness program of your 
church, and here is a laboratory at your 
door in which you can experiment in 
being the friendly neighbor, if you but 
will.’ 

“I am not sure that I said the exact 
words, ‘Here am I, Lord; send me,’ but 
I did go over to visit my neighbors. Our 
family received more than we gave, and 
some of the friendships formed with our 
unwanted neighbors have continued 
through the years. So the ‘green atrocity’ 
was really a golden opportunity knock- 
ing at my door and saying, ‘Come over 
and find out who is your neighbor.’” 

“ . . ministers by whom ye believed 
..-” (1 Cor. 3:5).—It is cheering to see 
how the Spirit of God inspired the apos- 
tle to mention the simplicity of God’s 
way of salvation in a portion like this. 

The messengers preached the Gospel 
in Corinth and urged their hearers to 
believe it. The record says, “Many of 
the Corinthians hearing believed, and 
were baptized” (Acts 18:8). Thus the 
messengers were simply ministers, or 
servants, by whom the Corinthians be- 
lieved. . What a privilege to be that type 
of servant! 

“I have planted ... but God gave 
the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6).—A little old 
lady, well beyond her three score years 


‘ and ten, knocked one day at the door 


of her pastor’s home. Handing him her 
basket, she said, “Here are Some things 
the Lord and I raised.” ‘ 

Mr. Hugh Moore, who related the in- 
cident, said: “Just some fruits and vege- 
tables from her garden which she wished 
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to share! Valued in dollars and cents, 
her gift may have been small, but her 
comment bore a priceless suggestion. 
For it meant that she had felt the Lord’s 
presence in her garden as she prepared 
the soil, planted the seed, weeded, 
sprayed, and harvested. The Lord. was 
present as her good, personal Friend, 
giving her understanding and strength 
for her part in the partnership. ,. . . God 
and she were mutually dependent in 
finding a harvest. She and Paul alike 
were ‘labourers together with God.’ She 
had ‘planted,’ but ‘God gave the increase.’ 
This is true in gardens of all sorts— 
homes, churches, schools, business or- 
ganizations . . . wherever God says, ‘Go 
work today.’ In all, the dependence is 
mutual.” 

Said one man to another, “Uncle Dan, 
I heard that you asked the Lord for that 
good garden. Is that correct?” “Yes, 
sir, it is,” promptly replied: the man 
Whose flourishing garden was his de- 
light, “only I never pray for a good 
garden unless I have a hoe in my hand. 
I say, ‘Lord, you send the sunshine and 
the rain, and I'll keep down these 
weeds!’ ” 

Wawona, CALIF. 

w 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is something in 
human nature that rebels against 
restraint, That is why there are so 
many lawbreakers. That explains the 
great number of crimes headlined in 
your daily newspaper. One cannot help 
wondering how intelligent human beings 
will play with the law, while all around 
them they see these lawbreakers endur- 
ing every possible hardship, suffering, 
and sorrow by making the same mis- 
take. Just as I wrote that sentence a 
silly moth fluttering around an electric 
bulb, closer and closer, singed its gos- 
samer wings and fell to the table in front 
of me and expired. The Creator’s plan 
for the moth was something much better 
than that; but there was a law of com- 
bustion, and the little moth defied it. 
Paul is telling the Romans that “who- 
soever therefore resisteth the power [the 
law], resisteth the ordinance of God: 
and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation” (Rom. 13:2). 
Here are some interesting figures, fur- 
nished by those who make a study of 
such matters: it is estimated that, judg- 
ing by what has taken place in the past 
20 years, an ayerage of 10 per cent of 
the youth enrolled in the public schools 
will reach the top in industry and in 
political and professional life. It is con- 
ceivable that in this group there might 


‘be a president of the United States, or 


a world renowned preacher of the Gos- 
pel, or the builder of an industrial em- 
pire, or an eminent scientist, a Metro- 
politan star, or a world record breaker 
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in sports—a “top liner.’ The next 
25 per cent will be in the upper success- 
ful brackets, probably listed in Who’s 
Who. The third group, 25 per cent, will 
be white collar workers: clerks, book- 
keepers, salesmen, and the like, many 
of these owning their own homes, living 
modest and more or less contented lives, 
known perhaps only within the bounds 
of their own communities. The next 
25 percent will be laborers and daily 
wage earners; and the remaining 15 per 
cent will go to jail at one time or an- 
other for long or shorter terms. This 
last named group will be composed of 
the lawbreakers. And they are not con- 
fined to the ignorant and uncultured. 
Some may come from the “best” fam- 
ilies. Indeed, the fact that one has good 
parents, prominent and highly respected 
in the community, is of itself no guar- 
antee that a young fellow will be careful 
to respect the the law. I have seen some 
brokenhearted parents who are “the salt 
of the earth.” This thing of respecting 
the law is an individual matter and 
stems not necessarily from good parent- 
age, but from a wholesome fear of God. 
In our lesson text, Paul shifts from 
the purely moral to the deeply spiritual 
and makes a basic statement, “Love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” Just today 
on the radio I heard this rare piece of 
news which puts a new slant on this 
law-abiding through love: Yesterday in 
Alabama a group of twenty convicts 
were at work on the highway under a 
Single guard who stood near by with 
a loaded shotgun. The guard was sixty- 
five years old, a kind-hearted man who, 
in spite of the gun which he was re- 
quired to carry, sought every way to 
make the men as comfortable as he 
could. He allowed them to remove their 
shackles and maneuvered them into the 
shade as much as practicable to shield 
them: from the intense heat. He acted 
more like a friend and companion than 
a guard. He must have felt great sym- 
pathy for them. Yesterday morning he 
suddenly collapsed under a heart attack. 
Being the only guard, this made. it pos- 
sible for every one of the convicts to 
escape; but instead, they improvised a 
litter and carried him to the nearest 
hospital... He died on the way. Hearing 
of it, a reporter rushed to the hospital 
to get the details, and found the men, 
every one of them, waiting at the front 
for the truck to come and take them 
back to the prison camp. The’ reporter 
asked them, “How does it happen that 
you men haven’t made your escape?” 
They replied, “Who could run away from 
Mr Ellison?” The lawbreakers had 
learned in théir own experience that 
“love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
Fellows, respect for the law and ob- 
servance of it will be a real factor in 
landing you in the upper brackets, 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


to fear from the government. Instead, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson - 

Dornc Our PART | 
OW many of you girls have heard 
someone say, “The world owes me 
a living’? Just a few have, I see. I 
have only heard that said once or twice 
myself, but I’ve met many people who 
took that attitude. Some who don’t 
even pay taxes’ will complain loudly if 
the school bus does not go all the way 
into their trailer camp, or if they have 
to pay for any.materials used by their 
school children. Many people take ‘un- 
employment money and old-age pensions 
without a bit of gratitude. . They feel 
that the world owes them a living; but 
the Bible does not teach any such doc- 
trine. .God’s Word speaks about what 
we should do for others, rather than of 
what we should get out of them. It tells 
us of the obedience we owe to our gov- 
ernment, but nothing about what it ought 


, to pay us. 


God wants our attitude to be that of 
giving rather than taking, of serving 
others rather than waiting to be served 
ourselves. Our blessed Lord gave us a 
perfect example of this. 

When I was in college, Communism 
was not as strong as it is now and was 
not considered so dangerous. It was 
looked upon as a RusSsian experiment 
that might ‘or might not prove success- 
ful. One of the professors said to me, 
“Don’t you think Christianity and Com- 
munism are much alike? Both are striv- 
ing for the elevation of the masses.” He 
meant that both were trying to help 
people who have been downtrodden or 
exploited. 

I replied, “It seems to me that Chris- 
tianity and Communism are just the 
opposite, at least in method. Christian- 
ity works in the heart of the person 
who has this world’s goods and makes 
him willing to share it with others. Com- 
munism allows people who don’t have 
much to take things forcibly from those 
who do. 

The professor said, “That’s a good 
point.” 

Another thing which I did not see so 
clearly in those days is that Communism 
seeks to overthrow the government in 
power (unless Communism is in power), 
whereas Christianity teaches submission 
to the government under which we live. 

Turn to Romans 13 and read verses 
1, 2. The word here translated “damna- 
tion” is translated in some versions 
“judgment” or “punishment.” It is not 
a question of the damnation of the soul. 
That is determined by our relationship 
to the Lord Jesus—whether we meet 
Him as Saviour, or Judge. Here we are 
warned that if we resist the government: 
we will suffer for it. . 

Read verses 3, 4, and 5.. Here we 
learn that good citizens have nothing 
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it is a protection to them. 
there are exceptions to this, for 
ample, when the political power is se 
by those who wish to destroy Chris- 


‘tianity. Even in that case the Bible 


does not tell us to overthrow such a 
government. Christians are still to be 
subject in everything which does not 
conflict with a direct command of God 
in the holy Scriptures. Verse 5 means 
that we should obey the laws, not only 
to avoid getting into trouble, but for 
conscience sake, because it is right to 
do so. 

Read verses 6,7, and 8. Tribute means 
the same thing as taxes.- Christians 
should never try to evade taxes. I had 
a grandfather who endeavored to obey 
God’s Word in every detail. Once he 
discovered that he had sent something 
through the mail without sufficient post- 
age. In spite of this it had gotten to its 
destination, but Grandfather bought the 
stamps that should have been on it and 
burned them, so that he would not be 
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cheating the government out of a single 
penny! 

Now read verses 8, 9, and 10. Notice 
that this brief discussion of our rela- 
tionship to the government concludes 
with, not what it owes us, but with what 
we owe to others. We owe them love, 
and that is the only thing we should 
owe them. This means that our taxes 
and our debts should both be paid. If 
we do love others as God’s wants us to, 
we will want to share with them and 
help them to such an extent that we 
will have no trouble fulfilling the Law. 

Read 1, Corinthians 3:4-9 and see how 
many times the name of God occurs in 
these five verses. (Five.) Right. Now 
our thoughts must be raised up to God. 
Governments are necessary in this 
world. Christian workers are a bless- 
ing, but all good things come from God. 
He delegates power to governments. He 
gives success to Christian workers. He 
is the one to whom we belong. 

Turn to Galatians 5:13-15. The lib- 
erty spoken of here is freedom from the 
bondage of the Law given by Moses. 
Christians are not under the Law, as 
the Israelites were, but are under grace. 
This does not mean that we can disobey 
the laws of the land. Neither does it 
mean that we are ‘at liberty to sin in 
any way. It means that God has placed 
us in the position of “children” rather 
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than of “subjects.” But children must 


obey their fathers or they are apt to be 
chastised for disobedience. God tells us 
that He will chasten us if we disobey 
Him. He wants us to be ruled by love 
rather than by fear, to do the things 
He desires because we love Him. As our 
Golden Text says, “Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbour:. therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law.” 

One way our Christian growth can be 
measured is by the increase in our love 
for God and for one another. How much 
are we growing? The more we pray 
for people and try to help them, the 
more we shall love them. The more we 
love and serve others the more joy we 
will give to the one who has so loved us. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had tpen request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
2a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Stronger Leash.—Therefore love 

is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:10, 
Golden Text). Some time ago I was 
possessor of a beautiful collie called 
“Jock.” When he first came to London 
he was wild with spirit, and would dash 
away. I would never havef seen him 
again had I not put him under law by 
the purchase of a strong collar with a 
chain attached. Jock soon got to know 
me, and after he had been with me some 
weeks I went to take him out. He-put 
up his head as usual for the collar and 
chain. “No, Jock, no more chain,” I 
said. I opened the door, and for the 
first time he bounded out free. He 
dashed off as if I should never see him 
more, but just then another law, of 
which he was unaware, came into opera- 
tion, and he came trotting back to walk 
with me, held by a chain stronger than 
any made of steel. For the law of lib- 
erty is the law of love—From A. T. 
Schofield, in the Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


“The Wicked Flee When No Man Pur- 
sueth.”—For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil (Rom; 13:3). 
A state patrolman cruising down the 
highway looking for speedsters came up 
behind a seemingly law-abiding car and 
would have passed on without trouble 
had not the guilty conscience of the 
driver betrayed him. On seeing a state 
patrolman so near, the guilty driver 
immediately thought of his load of whis- 
key, and decided to outrun the officer. 
The patrolman knew from the man’s 
actions there was something amiss, and 
so gave chase. The liquor-laden car 
sideswiped three cars, crashed red lights, 
endangering the lives of all who met 
him, and finally was completely demol- 


ished in a one-car wreck, The driver 
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barely escaped death because the patrol- 
man was a terror to his sinful works. 
In contrast, a few friends and I ap- 
proached a dangerous intersection near 
Asheville, N. C. Someone in the car re- 
marked, “There sits a state patrolman.” 
The driver’s answer was, “Fine, I’m 
glad he’s watching this dangerous place.” 
The law had no fear for her because 
she loved her fellow man and appre- 
ciated the state’s effort to make our 
highways safer for all—Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


Where the Medal Belonged.—Render 
therefore to\all their dues (Rom, 13:7). 
There was a boy who entered one of 
our universities some years ago, whose 
widowed mother sacrificed everything 
that her son might be educated. His 
clothes were plain, his bodOks were sec- 
ond hand, and he had to live sparingly. 
His poor mother sold one of their farm 
horses in order to pay him through his 
last year. But at the end of the course 
he took his degree. As he sat with his 
class his clothes were still plain. But 
he was the honor graduate and at the 
head of the class. When a beautiful 
gold medal was given to him, he step- 
ped down from the platform and went 
right to the rear of the hall. Near the 
door sat a humble little woman in black. 
And that boy took that gold medal with 


its blue ribbon and tied it. around her 


neck. She put her care-lined face in 
her thin hands and wept for joy. It 
seemed as if the applause would never 
die. Today that fine Christian young 
man commands a high salary and the 
respect of all who know him.—From 
M. E. Willard, in “The Man Who Dis- 
appointed God.” Sent by J. B. Dengis, 
Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


A_Commandment Brought Home.— 
Thou shalt not steal (Rom. 13:9). In 
that fascinating story of our East Africa 
Mission, “Trail Blazers and Road 
Makers,” Mr. Hopkins pays tribute to 
Thomas Carthew, known to the natives 
as Simba, the Lion. Unconventional in 
his preaching, as well as in all his works, 
Carthew was amazingly powerful in his 
presentation of the truth. Repeating the 
Commandments one by one, everything 
went calmly on‘until they reached num- 
ber eight. “Thou shalt not steal,” thun- 
dered Carthew.. “Thou shalt not steal,” 
repeated the colored congregation. There 
was a pause. “Thou shalt not steal— 
cocoanuts,” announced Carthew. This 
was an entirely unexpected innovation, 
and dead silence reigned. “Say it,” de- 
manded the preacher. In_ hesitating 
tones came the response, “Thou shalt not 
steal—cocoanuts.” “Now say this: Thou 
shalt not steal—bananas.” “Thou shalt 
not steal—fowls,” and so on mercilessly 
through the whole program of their 
petty pilferings, until the unhappy con- 
gregation found that command, which so 
often had been glibly repeated, produc- 
ing most uncomfortable .and unwelcome 
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Lesson for September 12 


feelings which were not at all according 
to plan.—From the Rev. G. H. Kennedy, 
in the Methodist Magazine. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Her Fellow Worker.—I have planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the in- 
crease (1 Cor, 3:6). Behind the shop- 
house in one of the new villages in 
Malaya, lay a small square plot of sun- 
baked, barren earth. It was littered with 
bits of paper, rusty tin cans, and the 
broken fragments of an old kitchen stove. 
The missionary, who had just moved into 
this new village, stood and looked at it 
. .. and had visions of a garden! By 
faith, she bought a big hoe, and grad- 
ually the ground was cleared, but not 
without toil and sweat and blistered 
hands. The ground was hard as brick, 
but the rain came down to soften it a 
bit, and a guest helped some with the 
digging. At last, the ground was ready 
and the children of the village came 
Yrom all around, bringing marigolds, 
zinnias, and cannas to plant in the new 
garden. And the vision became a real- 
ity. God spoke to that missionary and 
told her that so it would be with the 
work in the village. The people’s hearts 
were hard and cluttered with prejudice 
and superstition. But one day a church 
would arise. He said that the name of 
the hoe was All-Prayer, a mighty tool 
and sharp, and the rain was His Holy 
Spirit whom He would send down to 
soften the people’s hearts. He was the 
Fellow Worker, and the garden was for 
Him.—From “Sound of Abundance,” 
C1.M. Report, 1953. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng, 


God’s Pay.—Every man shall receive 
his own reward according to his own 
labour (1 Cor. 3:8). 

Who does God's work will get God's pay, 

However long may be the day. 

He does not pay as others pay, 

Ym gold, or land, or raiment gay, 

In goods that perish or decay; 

But God's high wisdom knows the way, 

And this is sure, let come what may— 

Who does God's work will get God's pay. 
—From Watchman-Examiner. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Encouraged by New Believers.—We 
are labourers together with God (1 Cor. 
3:9). “A short time back,” writes Mis- 
sionary Aviation Fellowship, “our Chiapas 
(Mexico) plane suffered damage as the 
pilot landed on a seldom used strip in 
the interior. A Christian ranch owner 
was ill, and the M.A.F. plane had been 
requested. Unable to fly out, the pilot 
began the long and weary trail trek back 
to the base. Along the way he passed 
through Corralito. Quite naturally he 
was a bit discouraged and downcast, 
But here the Tseltal believers gathered 
around and encouraged his heart in the 
Lord. Think of it—the new converts 
speaking to the missionary of God’s 
precious promises, that all things work 
together for good! Then they followed 
their words of comfort with a 200 peso 






. gift toward the repairs.”—From Moody 
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Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Neighbors Everywhere (Rom. 12:9-16) 
OVIDE a pad of varicolored paper 
(the size of half a sheet of typewriter 


paper) Such as may be secured in a five 


and ten. Eight sheets will be needed 
for each pupil. Cut one for each pupil 
in a heart shape, 

So school has begun! Do you have 
good friends there? Are there some 
who tease you? Are there new boys 
and girls? What lessons do you have 
this year? (Let each grade name theirs.) 
And you are getting used to hard work 
again! That’s‘good! For'we have some 
hard work to do in our school today! 

First, we will have our social science 
lesson. How many people in cities on 
this map (Paul’s journeys) we know! 
Jerusalem, Philippi in Macedonia, Cor- 
inth, Thessalonica. Who can find Rome? 
That was the capital of the Roman Em- 
pire, and in Paul’s day it ruled over 
Jerusalem, Philippi, Corinth, and Thes- 
salonica. Though the Christian religion 
had started in Jerusalem, there were now 
Christians way over in the capital city 
of Rome. They needed help to grow 
up into fine Christians, so Paul wrote 
them a letter. He had never visited 
them, but the knew what Christians 
everywhere needed. 

Now our reading lesson! Guess what 
we are going to read. Sure! Turn to 
your reading book of Romans, chapter 
12, paragraphs 9 to 16. This has some 
hard words, and the hardest is in the 
first sentence! But you will want to be 
able to read it, because I am going to 
ask you to read it at home to the family, 
one verse every day, today at dinner, 
and other days at breakfast. “Dissimu- 
lation” means “make-believe.” 

Now our writing lesson! On this col- 
ored heart copy in big letters: Real love. 
Hate bad things. Stick to good. (Have 
a sample from which to copy.) After 
you read the verse at dinner and talk 
about it, put this heart up where all 
can see it, to help remember these rules 
to live by. How do we show real love? 
(1 John 3:18.) Remembér that, when 
it comes time to do the dishes! What 
bad things do we keep away from on 
the Lord’s Day? What good things do 
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we stick to? (Include appropriate items 
on the measuring stick. Read the other 
verses, and show application to school 
contacts and the points of growth al- 
ready stressed in previous lessons. Call 
attention to the verse that has to do 
with new boys and girls at school. Let 
the children prepare as many of the 
verse summaries as time allows—to be 
put up each day at home for the rules 
to live by that day. Other sheets can 
be cut into heart shape by using the 
first as a pattern and cutting several at 
once. Let the family help interpret the 
meaning of each verse read, for which 
hearts cannot be prepared at class. 

The following may be used for “shorts” 
for each verse: Brother love. Me last. 
(v. 10). Not lazy. Warm-hearted. Work 
for Lord (v.11). Happy. Patient. Pray 
(v. 12). Help Christians, Help strangers 
(v. 13). Pray for those who hurt you 
(v. 14). Share in others’ fun and trou- 
bles (v. 15). Agree. Not high-hat. Not 
proud (v. 16). 

What a lot of rules! Paul said they 
could all be put into one: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself” (Gal. 
5:14). Put L for love on the measuring 
stick. You could make an arithmetic 
lesson by adding up all the people who 
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are your neighbors; how many on your 
street, how many at school, how many 
at church? 

Music for the lesson might be the 
children’s song: “I Belong ‘to Jesus” 
in “Salvation Songs for Children,” Num- 
ber 2. 

Orono, MAINE. 

a 
; . 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ETH ahd Katherine had been trans- 

ferred to a brand new_school. They 
were playmates and had spent two whole 
years in the old school. Now, together, 
they were to go to the third grade in 
a schoo] that was brand new to them. 
They tried to imagine what the school 
would look like, what their teacher 
would be like, and where their desks 
would be. When the morning finally 
came for them to go to the. new school, 
they kissed their mothers good-by and 
hand in hand they skipped down the 
street. 

“I hope the teacher lets us sit next 
to each other,” Beth said. 

“I, hope so, too, and I hope we can sit 
near the front,” Katherine exclaimed. 

There were a lot of new children in 
the classroom that day, and Beth had 
to wait a long time before she was as- 
signed to a desk. Her last name, you see, 
was, almost at the end of the alphabet. 
It is true that the classroom was a big 
one. But, unfortunately, ‘there were 
many,*many more boys and girls than 
there were desks. So Katherine was 
assigned to share a desk with a very 
nice little Italian girl. She had spar- 
kling black eyes and beautiful black 
shining hair. But because her mother 
and daddy were very, very poor, her 
clothes were pitifully ragged. They were 
so poor, indeed, that they could not even 
afford the necessary soap to wash their 
little girl’s clothes. 

Away in the back of the room, Beth 
was assigned fo share a desk with a 
little Negro girl. She was a very nice 
little girl, and Beth was perfectly de- 
lighted to share a desk with her. Kath- 
erine liked her deskmate, foo, and even 
before the first day was over she was 
thinking that she would ask her mother 
if she could share some of her clothes 
with the poor little girl. 

At dinner time that night each of the 
girls had lots to tell their mothers and 
daddies. “The room was too crowded 
for us to have desks of our own,” Beth 
exclaimed, “so each of us has to share 
a desk with someone else. The girl with 
Katherine is very poor, but she’s real 
nice. And I wish you could meet Lily. 
She’s the girl I sit with. She has the 
biggest eyes I’ve ever seen. And her 
teeth are as white as—as—as whipped 
cream!” (Beth had just noticed the des- 
sert!) “And her skin is the prettiest 


colored skin I’ve ever, ever seén.” 





THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES 


skin?” Beth’s daddy demanded: “Don’t 
tell me you're sitting with a colored 
girl!” 

“Oh, yes, Daddy. And you will love 
her when you see her. At recess time 
she shared her sandwich with me, and I 
gave her some pages out of my writing 
tablet.” 

“Mother, you’ll have to go to school 
with Beth tomorrow. Tell that teacher 
Beth’s seat must, be changed at once. 
The colored people in this neighborhood 
have done some mean things to me, and 
I’m not going to have my daughter sit- 
ting with one of them!” When daddy 
spoke like that, neither Mother nor Beth 
could say a word. Beth was so disap- 
pointed, though—disappointed at the 
prospect of being moved away from 
Lily, and disappointed that her Chris- 
tian daddy should take such an attitude 
—that she began to cry sjlently. 

Right after supper, daddy got his Bible 
for family worship, as he always did. 
“Let’s see,” he said, “we’re in the twelfth 
chapter of Romans, aren’t we? Tonight 
we begin at the ninth verse. ‘Your love 
must be true,’” he read. (He was read- 
ing from the Williams translation.) 
“* |. In brotherly love be affectionate 
to one another, in personal honors put 
one another to the fore.... Keep on 
blessing your persecutors; keep on bless- 
ing and stop cursing them. ... Stop 
being so high-minded but keep on asso- 
ciating with lowly people. Stop being 
conceited. Stop returning evil for evil 
to anyone. . . . Stop being conquered 
by evil, but keep on conquering evil with 
good.’” Daddy cleared his throat, and 
after a long pause added humbly, “I 
guess this was written just for me. For- 
give me, Mother and Beth, for what I 
said.” During prayer time he asked the 
Heavenly Father to forgive him. And 
He did! 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 704) 
1. Earthly rulers. 


2. God’s sovereign act in establishing 
rulers. 

3. The fear of reverence (v. 7) and the 
fear of dread (vs. 3, 4). 

4. It probably refers to the jus gladii, 
the power of the sword, indicating 
Rome’s right to inflict capital punish- 
ment. 

5. (1) Nebuchadnezzar (Jer, 25:9); (2) 
Cyrus (Isa. 44:28). 

6. Matthew 22:35-40. 

7. Four—followers of Paul, of Apollos, 
of Cephas (Peter),-and of Christ (1 Cor. 
1:12). 


8. See 1 Corinthians 4:6. 
9. Ministers are nothing in themselves 








“Colored skin? Did you say colored. 
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(1 Cor. 3:5-7), and ministers, are part- 
ners, not rivals (v. 8). 


10. A tilled field and a —_s (1 Cor. 
3:9). 


ExLmuurst, Itt. 
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A Young Girl Learns 


(Continued from page 702) 


light in them. The work at the office 
used to bore me. To me it was the dull- 
est way to earn my living. Now I do 
my work to His honor and glory. I 
used to scorn ‘housework, too. You 
know my mother goes to’ business. I 
never used to help her around the house. 
Now I love to help. So you see what 
knowing the Lord has done for me, and 
the teaching on the Second Coming, 
which at first scared me, now thrills me. 
To live so that I will not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming, is my earnest 
desire.” 

The last time I met Sally’s mother 
she said, “Sally doesn’t say much to her 
father and me about religion; she doesn’t 
need to, ejther, because we feel it and 
see it in her life.” 

Toronto, CAN. 
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Paul and . . . Hebrews 
(Continued from second page) 


love of God, looking for the [second 
advent] mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.” 

“Now unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling” (cf. John 10:29); 
“And to present you faultless” 

Spirit) ... 
“To the only wise God our Saviour” 
(Jude 24, 25). 


(the 





There are those who think that Luke 
co-operated with Paul in writing the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, Certainly Luke 
was in Rome at the time. We know 
this from 2 Timothy 4:11, “Only Luke is 


‘with me.” 


Hebrews 1:6 is almost a personal sig- 
nature of Luke’s hand: 

“When he bringeth in the firstbegotten 
into the world, he saith, And let all the 
angels of God worship him.” 

This goes back to no obvious Old 
Testament passage. It is a clear refer- 
ence to Luke 2:1, 7: “firstborn” (proto- 
tokos); “world, Ooikumenen, the then 
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known world, not the kosmos, or uni- 
verse. 

Hebrews: “Let all the angels of God 
worship him.” 

Luke: And “with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God.” 

Again compare the opening of He- 
brews with that of Luke and Acts: 











Hebrews 2:3, 4 
“Which at the first 
began to be spoken 


“God also bearing 
them witness, both 
with signs and won- 
ders, and with divers 
m 

“Confirmed unto us 
by them that heard 
him.” 


Luke 1 and Acts 1 

“Having had- per- 
fect understanding of 
all things from the 
very first. 

“To whom also he 
shewed himself alive 
. . « by many infal- 
lible’ proofs. 


“Delivered... 
unto us, which from 
the beginning were 
eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the 








word.” 


Did these parallel passages quietly 
note that the author of the Gospel of 
Luke and of the Book of the Acts was 
participating in writing this Epistle to 
the Hebrews? 

Here and there in Hebrews, the rheto- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


rie is quite reminiscent of Luke’s words, 
as in the Acts 14:15, 17: 


Hebrews 6:7 Acts 14:15-17 
“For the earth “Unto the living 
which drinketh in|God, which made 


the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, and|/and the sea, and all 
bringeth forth herbs} things that are there- 
meet for them by/in... and gave us 
whom it is dressed,| rain from heaven, 
receiveth blessing/| and fruitful seasons, 
from God.” filling our hearts 
with food and glad- 
ness.” 

_ Or again in Hebrews 2:10: 

“For it became him, for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things 
{ef..Rom, 11:36, “For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things”) to 
make the captain of their salvation per- 
fect through sufferings.” The word 
archegon, here translated “captain,” ap- 
pears only elsewhere in Acts 3:15 and 
in Acts 5:31: “And killed the Prince of 
life”... “exalted .. , to be a Prince 
and a Saviour.” “Perfect through suf- 
ferings” is a probable allusion to Luke 
13:32, “And the third day I shall be 
perfected”; also, perhaps, to Luke 24:26, 
“Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory?” 

Note that in Luke it is “to enter into 
his_ glory,” in Hebrews, “in bringing 
many sons unto glory.” 

Hebrews 2:15, “And deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage,” seems to 
echo, “That we being delivered out of 
the hand of our enemies might serve 
him without fear” (Luke 1:74). - 

Again, Hebrews 2:2, “For if the word 
spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received 
a just recompence of reward,” recalls 
Acts 7:53, “Who have received the law 
by the disposition of angels, and have 
not kept it.” 

These passages might be “we” pas- 
sages, pointing to collaboration; or they 
might be just quotations from Paul’s 
perfect acquaintance with Luke’s writ- 
ings and from many years’ association 
with Luke in Christian testimony. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Did Christ Give Up His Life? 
(Continued from second page) 


in the human] taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again’ (as He did on the resurrection 
morning). | 

“In Matthew, Mark, and Luke it is 
stated that He cried with a loud voice 
when He expired (in Matthew and Mark, 
twice noted). This indicates that He 
had power over Himself at the end, for 
after such suffering life ordinarily ebbs 
away in weakness, incapable of a loud 
cry. 

“Your correspondent notes that when 
Ananias, Sapphira, and Herod gave up 
the ghost the word used is ekpsucho; 


heaven, and _ earth, 
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when Christ died it is ekpneo. The first 
refers to the general death of man and 
beast. But pneuma in the New Testa- 
ment refers to the higher spiritual life 
of ‘the new man.’ This nature Christ 
had by birthright. Whether this should 
be taken into consideration in consider- 
ing His death I do not know. Certainly 
He was differently constituted from 
those who die as the beast.” 

Additional light is given on this ques- 
tion in the notes on the Gospel of Luke 
by Frederic W. Farrar, D.D., Canon of 
Westminster, in the “Cambridge Bible 
for Schools” (Cambridge University 
Press, 1880). In a footnote to Luke 
23:46, which reads, “And when Jesus had 
cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit: 
and having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost,” Canon Farrar wrote: 

“None of the Evangelists use the word 
‘He died’ (ethanen), but exepneusen 
(literally, ‘He breathed forth,’ here and 
Mark xv.37), and ‘He sent forth’ or ‘gave 
up His spirit’ (apheken, paredoken to 
pneuma, Matt. xxvii.50; John xix.30); 
probably because they wish to indicate 
the truth stated in John x.18, that He 
gave up His life ‘because He willed, 
when He willed, how He willed.’ Aug. 
Comp. Eph. v.2; Gal. ii.20).” The text 
of the last two references given in this 
note is: “And walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour” (Eph. 
5:2); “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 12 


1, Forward With Christ Through 
Christian Endeavor 
(Exod. 14:13-18; Phil, 4:13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of yy: Endeavor, and are 


YOUNG Christian in a prayer group 

prayed that the Logd would get him 
out of bed in the mornings so that he | 
might keep his morning watch of prayer 
and Bible reading. However, the group 
leader said to him quietly as the group 
was dispersing: 

“Don’t ever ask the Lord to get you 
out of bed. He has given you good 
health and a pair of strong legs to get 
yourself eut, and He expects you to use 
them. God will awaken you in time for 
your morning watch, if yqu will ask 
Him to do so, but, when He does, He 
expects you to exercise the will power 
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and strength and ability He has already 
placed at your disposal.” ‘ 
ye 

Most of us, in our Christian experience, 
meet situations where a definite and de- 
cisive step forward is needed before we 
can enjoy the blessing and place of 
service God has for us. The Israelites, 
mentioned in the first Scripture portion 
chosen for this week, were at such a 
‘place. Through a series of miracles 
wrought by His servant Moses, God had 
broken the resistance of Pharaoh and his 
counselors and had’ brought about the 
release of the Israelites. As they jour- 
neyed by way of the wilderness the 
Red Sea, God’s presence went before 
them in the form of a pillar of cloud 
by day; and by night this became lumi- 
nous as a pillar of fire. Thus they had 
not only the memory of God’s mighty 
miracles that had been wrought for their 
deliverance, but the visible manifesta- 
tion of God’s continued presence with 
them. 

But they had come to the shores of 
an arm of the Red Sea which barred 
their progress. Furthermore, word had 
reached the Israelites that Pharaoh had 
_ changed his mind about letting them go 
and, with his armies, was approaching 
from the rear. It was at this point that 
the Israelites “cried out unto the Lord” 
(Exod. 14:10). 

xe 

Now believers will agree that to “cry 
out” to ‘God in a time of peril is the 
right and proper procedure. But this 
was not a cry of faith for deliverance. 
It was actually a complaint. They im- 
plied that Moses had brought them out 
into the wilderness to die because there 
were no graves in Egypt (v. 11), and 
they concluded with that exasperating 
taunt, “We told you so” (v. 12), re- 
ferring to. an earlier refusal to listen 
to Moses (Exod. 6:9). 

ye 

We can see the unreasonableness of 
the Israelites and their lack of trust 
after all the evidence God had given 
them of His power and His willingness 
to undertake for them, but can we see 
as readily our own timidity and lack of 
faith as we are confronted with difficult 
or “impossible” situations in our Chris- 
tian experience today? Has not God 
given us.in His Word a far greater rec- 
ord of His power and faithfulness than 
the Israelites had? Has He not given 
us the indwelling Holy Spirit to guide 
and direct and to give us the assurance 
of God’s favor and blessing for ‘those 
who will honor and obey Him? Why, 
then, do’ we hesitate or complain when 
we cannot see the whole way at times, 
or when the Enemy pursues? 

ye 

God’s call comes to us today, when 
we have earnestly sought His way and 
have surrendered our way to Him, to 
go forward in His strength, confident 
that “all things” that are needful can be 


. 


7’ 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept.'12) Aug. 28, 1954 


accomplished in His strength and under 
His direction (Phil. 4:13). It includes 
not only our personal progress, but the 
progress of our young people’s group 
as well. There is a time to pray and 
a time to move forward. Let us not 
fail to do both. 
bd 

If you have ever tried to turn the 
steering wheel of an automobile when 
it was standing still, you know how 
difficult it cam be. Yet when the car 
is in motion a child can easily turn 
the wheel and guide the car. God some- 
times has difficulty in directing us as 
individuals and as groups because we 
are static through indifference, or lazi- 
ness, or timidity. Let us step out in the 
direction He has indicated, and experi- 
ence the blessed thrill of seeing Him 
open up the way before us as we go 
forward in His strength. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 6 to 12 


Mon.—Romans 13:1-8. 
Christian Citizenship. 
PraYER SuccEesTions: “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of -God.” 
Responsibility to government is a major 
Christian duty. Offices of government 
are of divine appointment. Obedience 
to just and right laws is obedience to 
God who ordained human government. 
Christians, as is expected, should be the 
best citizens in the nation. The Bible 
has much to say about duties to men in 
authority over us (see vs, 1-13, and 1 
Tim. 2:1-8), Pray for your government 
every morning at breakfast time, and 
encourage many to do the same. (Send 
to the Great Commission Prayer League, 
Chicago 10, for literature,) 


Tues.—James 4:1-12. The Cause of Strife. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts 
that war in your members?” The cause 
of strife is in the heart. Before con- 
version to Christ all believers were 
“hateful, and hating one another” (Titus 
3:3). This “old nature” will seek to 
manifest itself from time to time. It 
will make one quick to take a prejudice 
against another, and to be envious, jeal- 
ous, and unkind to others. But by walk- 
ing in the Spirit we shall escape these 
evils and follow peace with all men. 
“Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom. 13:10). Pray for all misbe- 
having Christians, ; 





Wed.—Ephesians 4:1-8. A Worthy Life. 


Prayer Succestions: “Walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 
God’s call to a reverential, holy life 
should be your life charter. The holi- 
ness of Christ’s life and the love and 
mercy of God should persuade you to 
make it your care to fulfill this high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Sinners 
profane the name, and many Christians 
shame the name; but let us honor Christ 
every day and in every way. Pray for 
a great spiritual awakening in your 
church and community, 


Thurs.—Colossians 3:1-4. 
* Christian Behavior. 
PraYER SuGGEstTions: “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your af- 
fection on things above, not on things on 
the earth.” Our Lord’s behavior in this 
world is your pattern for life. “Walk 
... as he walked.”, “Follow his steps” 
(1 John 2:6; 1 Pet. 2:21). Is your be- 
havior such as becometh saints? Do men 
see Jesus in you? Pray for the conver- 
sion of many professing Christians who 
walk after the flesh and not after the 
Spirit (Rom, 8:4). 


Fri.—Galatians 5:18-15. 
Freedom for Service. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs: “For, brethren, ye 
have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion unto the flesh, 
but by love serve one another.” The 
service of love is what only we who 
know Christ are free to perform. We 
are warned against using our Christian 
liberty as an occasion to the flesh. Bit- 
ing and devoufing one another is an 
evil to ourselves as well as to others. 
We are free to love, but not to be un- 
lovely. Pray for Christians you find it 
difficult to get along with. ™ 


Sat.—Luke 10:25-37. Neighborly Love. 
PraYER Succestions: “Neighbour unio 
him that fell among the thieves.” Open 
your eyes and look around you and 
notice the distress many of your neigh- 
bors are in, and needing the help you 
can give. Times of trouble are just so 
many opportunities to exhibit Christ. 
Are you buying up yours for the good 
of others, and the glory of God? Pray 
for your neighbors. 
Sun.—Isaiah 41:6-13. 
Willing Co-operation. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “They helped 
every one his neighbour.” In the case 
before us the help was all in the in- 
terest of idolatry (see v. 7), but it is 
our privilege to use the text to call 
the people of God to diligent service 
in helping others who are doing the 
work of God. If men for supersti- 
tious purposes can be so earnest and 
co-operative, ought not the people of 
God to excell in being helpers one of 
another? Pray for more willingness 
to help forward every good work. 
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